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Everyone tells you to expect ���������	
�����������	
�����������	
�����������	
�� ����but even “expecting” it did not quite prepare us for it! 
 
For those who have lived abroad you will recognise the feelings of fear, lonliness, incompetency, dependence 
and a complete lack of control! 
This hit us hard in the first few weeks as we realised we couldn’t do even the simplest of things 
ourselves…make a cup of coffee, buy loo roll!, change a light bulb, buy a loaf of bread, post a letter etc etc…! 
 
We have found this phase of moving to a new country difficult and have discovered that feeling unable to 
control our lives can make us irrationally and unreasonably angry about very minor things! 
 
However….We have been so kindly looked after by Bishop Eraste and his wife Consolate, and by Evariste who 
lived with us at Kepplewray for 2 months last year. They are providing for our every need and helping us as 
much as possible as we learn how to live in Burundi. 
 
     We also know that this phase will end! Every day we learn more and we  

appreciate each small achievement – like Steve buying eggs in the market 
(all by himself!), or Lucy managing to tell our worker in Kirundi that she 
didn’t need to work tomorrow! The small successes feel large and we have 

been blessed with lots of kindness and lots of wise advice! 
 
We appreciate being forced to depend more on God, we  
appreciate the opportunity to learn about and learn from 
another culture and we are looking forward to getting to 
know a people who have big smiles and warm hearts! 

      

 
              A Shared Vision…  
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Kepplewray is a registered Charity No 1015762 
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We’re hugely grateful to William 
Carson and the other volunteers 
who work for The Methodist 
Container Ministries. What they 
offer is an incredible service and 
has saved us a lot of work, a lot of 
money and a lot of headaches! 
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Short answer:  Language study, research and planning. 
Long answer:  The container of equipment will arrive in Burundi some time during 
June or July. Whilst this feels like a long time to wait for the equipment (not to 
mention our pillows!) we have been advised that these next 4-5 months are 
important times for us to adjust to the country, the culture and the language.  
We will not be sitting soaking up the ambience however…apart from daily language 
study we will continue with fundraising, begin to develop links with other 
organisations; and we will research and then write a 5-10 year plan for the project.  
This plan will include how to adapt Kepplewray’s activities into a Burundian culture, 
we will look at the needs, expectations and opportunities there are in Burundi to 
make a difference in the lives of people with disabilities. We will also research the 
crucial question of how to make sure The Bethesda Project is sustainable? 
 
 

Your generosity has been incredible! This year there is enough money coming in 
monthly for Steve and I to live here in Burundi – thank you to all who contribute 
towards that. 
If you are interested in giving please do continue to give towards the project… 
Although we have had one grant from a trust fund it has in general been difficult to 
qualify for grants because we are such a new project. This means that a large 
proportion of the money raised has been, and is being, given by friends and 
supporters of the project. We appreciate your commitment so much as we are 
learning that without aid the lives of some people here would be unimaginably hard. 
We have discovered that although one of the poorest countries in the world, Burundi 
is still an expensive country mainly because any imported goods must come such a 
long way. Whilst a fully qualified primary school teacher earns the equivalent of 
£35.00 a month, diesel costs the equivalent of £1.00 per litre. 
Over the next 4-5 months our estimated costs of the project will be £?? per month. 
This will be purely travel and administration costs of research. 
 

As we progress with the project we will continue to update you on costs and needs
to direct your giving.  
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���������  c/o The Anglican Church of Muyinga, PO Box 55, Muyinga, Burundi 
Tel: 0025779413124 or 0025779413122  steve@bethesdaburundi.org  lucy@bethesdaburundi.org   

The best way to continue sending donations is throu gh Keppl ewray.  
Address: c/o Denise Elvy, The Kepplewray Centre, Broughton-in-Furness, Cumbria, LA20 6HE  
o Cheques can be made payable to “The Kepplewray Trust (Burundi)” 
o NOTE: We have moved from Justgiving to VirginMoneyGiving which is more cost effective for us. You can now 

give online at �����������	�
���������	�  Go to the main website and type in “The Bethesda Project”. 
o You can also regularly using a standing order form. (Please send me an email if you’re interested in doing this.) 
 


